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Paris, March 28, 2007

2006 ANNUAL RESULTS

Natixis Private Equity had an exceptional year in 2006 driven by
extremely favorable market conditions

Strong growth in assets managed (up 32%) and an exc eptional level of new
investment (up 63%) in 2006

Natixis Private Equity posted 32% growth in assets managed to €3,102 million at end-2006, and
consolidated its international positions with 33% of assets now invested outside France.

This strong growth came mainly from new fund raising, which totaled €933 million, together with
substantial investment of own resources.

New investment made by the Natixis Private Equity teams reached an exceptional level in 2006,
rising 63% to €603 million against €371 million in 2005, broken down as follows:

- Buy-out/buy-in: € 301 million
- Expansion: € 238 million
- Venture: € 58 million
- Funds of funds: € 6 million

All in all, Natixis Private Equity made 89 new investments totaling €464 million, together with
€100 million in follow-on investments and €39 million in other miscellaneous investments.

Natixis Private Equity strengthens its position in the SME segment with an
increase in deal size

The increase in deal size in 2006 reflects current trends in the small and mid-sized segment of
the private equity market. There was a sharp increase in ticket size with the ten biggest
investments totaling €200 million compared to €137 million in 2005. This brings the average
ticket to €5.2 million compared to €3.6 million in 2005, strengthening Natixis Private Equity's
positions in the SME segment.
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Massive capital gains

Natixis Private Equity's 2006 results also reflect the huge capital gains realized during the year,
which amounted to €540 million against €161 million in 2005. These exceptional results were
driven by an acceleration in exits to take advantage of the highly favorable market conditions for
IPOs in the expansion and venture capital segments, coupled with a large number of secondary
and tertiary LBOs. All in all, 60% of capital gains came from ten divestments and 33% came
from Asia (Suntech and Richtek, which achieved higher than expected prices) and Brazil (earlier
than planned divestment of Lupatech).

Excellent results supported by a forceful internati onal policy

Since 1999, Natixis Private Equity has always pursued a forceful investment policy not just in
Europe but also in the emerging countries (China, Brazil, Poland and India). Its choice of
business model, which is based on active sponsorship of local teams in each country, made an
important contribution to these excellent results as international investments now account for
33% of assets managed, including €133 million in Europe and €55 million in the emerging
countries.

Natixis Private Equity's strategy is based on an exclusive focus on the SME market coupled with
an unusual investment model that combines own resources with outside capital. This strategy
has enabled Natixis Private Equity to anticipate internationalization of the private equity market
and to become a leading player reputed for supporting entrepreneurs and investors alike in their
growth and development.

These solid fundamentals, which bring stability, profitability and attractiveness to investors, will
underpin Natixis Private Equity's continued expansion in 2007. It is forecasting 10% growth in
total investments and 16% growth in new investment.

A leader in private equity for small and mid-sized companies in France, Natixis Private Equity is developing a
range of products tailored to the needs of entrepreneurs and investors by forming the best investment teams
sharing a common vision. The Private Equity by NPE label covers 17 teams and over 600 investments in
Europe and in high-potential economies around the world.



About Natixis Private Equity:

Natixis Private Equity is the leading provider of private equity to small and mid-sized companies
in France (up to €100 million in revenues). It is also a major player in Europe and an
increasingly high-profile player in the fast-growing markets of Asia, South America and India.
NPE operates in all segments of the private equity market — venture capital, expansion capital
and buy-out/buy-in capital. It has seventeen teams, 163 professionals, over 600 investments
and over €3 billion invested in SMEs. NPE has developed a unique expertise in supporting
experienced local teams and thereby exporting its business model to the international markets.
www.natixis-pe.com
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